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I. Regional Demographic Characteristics and Their 
Implications for Evacuation Dynamics 

A. Small Area Dwelling Unit and Population Data 

A Regional Evacuation Study and the associated transportation modeling is 
based upon a set of defined demographic characteristics assembled for 
each region of the State. This data is referred to as  Small Area Data. The 
data is gathered for three time periods ï 2010, 2015, and 2020. 

The initial year, 2010, was developed using the 2010 Census and the 
2008-2010 American Community Survey (ACS). This includes the occupied 
dwelling unit (single family and multi -family) and permanent population. 
Block group level data from the 2008-2010 ACS was used to gain general 
housing and population characteristics. The 2010 Census data, however, 
did not provide information regarding the proportion of single -family to 
multi-family dwelling unit types or site -built to mobile home unit types, as 
well as the number of vehicles that would be available to each type. This level of detail is found 
within the ACS. Using BEBR medium-high projections as the control variable for populat ion 
(years 2015 and 2020), the number of projected housing units was calculated for the 
corresponding future years. A proportionate factor from 2010 was used to distribute dwelling 
units and population by block group. This method also established the percent of mobile and 
site-built homes. Absent of specific direction from the counties that some block groups might be 
expected to grow more or less than the others; this was the most appropriate approach. 
However, if any information was available to direct mor e growth into some areas of the 
counties than others (because the counties themselves project growth that way), it was 
incorporated (on a county-by-county basis). Close coordination occurred with the transportation 
planning organizations to maintain consistency in population and unit numbers as was done in 
2010. 

The number of mobile homes and number of vehicles associated with mobile homes were 
relatively unchanged from the 2010 Study. A majority of the local jurisdictions foresee  
consistent numbers with a potential minimal growth.  County mobile home data was utilized 
when deemed appropriate by local officials due to local input. 

The hotel/motel data comes from the Department of Business and Professional Regulation 
(DBPR) Lodging License Files. The data is available by zip code and is not available in GIS 
format. The hotel and motel data list was geo -coded in GIS by census block group for each 
county in the Region. The projected hotel/motel data was updated for 2015 and 2020 as 
growth within the region contin ues.   
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Table 1: East Central Florida  Demographic Characteristic Summary  

County  Characteristic  
Year  

2015  2020  

Brevard 

Occupied site-built homes 217,126 227,868 

Population in site-built homes 524,363 542,997 

Occupied mobile homes 18,383 18,383 

Population in mobile home 35,254 35,254 

Hotel/motel units  4,013 4,762 

Lake 

Occupied site-built homes 104,344 117,518 

Population in site-built homes 268,954 308,897 

Occupied mobile homes 24,109 24,109 

Population in mobile home 49,777 49,777 

Hotel/motel units  1,424 1,424 

Orange 

Occupied site-built homes 419,659 459,539 

Population in site-built homes 1,114,688 1,220,997 

Occupied mobile homes 18,628 18,628 

Population in mobile home 43,679 43,679 

Hotel/motel units  125,599 138,385 

Osceola 

Occupied site-built homes 106,730 121,500 

Population in site-built homes 318,419 361,246 

Occupied mobile homes 10,272 10,262 

Population in mobile home 23,206 23,188 

Hotel/motel units  42,865 49,139 

Seminole 

Occupied site-built homes 162,788 169,432 

Population in site-built homes 419,665 437,790 

Occupied mobile homes 4,823 4,821 

Population in mobile home 9,359 9,353 

Hotel/motel units  6,076 6,432 

Sumter 

Occupied site-built homes 40,874 48,748 

Population in site-built homes 83,212 99,236 

Occupied mobile homes 8,271 9,867 

Population in mobile home 17,159 20,475 

Hotel/motel units  1,783 1,818 

Volusia 

Occupied site-built homes 193,280 201,353 

Population in site-built homes 469,977 492,792 

Occupied mobile homes 19,591 19,591 

Population in mobile home 37,726 37,726 

Hotel/motel units  8,290 8,290 
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